[The epidemic of Caesarean section: has it reached Norway?].
Women's right to decide on the mode of delivery is discussed, as well as the management of term breech deliveries. Obstetric practice may have changed as a consequence of ongoing debates. National caesarean section rates were stable at 12-13% during the 1990s, but no information has been provided about the development over the last two years. Information about deliveries in obstetrical units in Norway, 1999 to 2002, was extracted from the Norwegian Patient Register. The number of deliveries was validated against information from Statistics Norway. The numbers of caesarean sections in 1999 and 2000 were validated against information from the Medical Birth Registry of Norway. The caesarean section rate increased slightly from 12.8% in 1999 to 13.0% in 2000. In 2001, there was a considerable increase to 14.9%; during the first 8 months of 2002, the rate was 15.1%. The change in practice appeared in the last months of 2000, coinciding with the publication of the term breech trial. However, only about one third of the increase can be attributed to a change in breech delivery. COMMENTS. Caesarean section is the most frequent major surgical procedure performed on hospitalised patients. In times of rapid changes in obstetric practice, monitoring of the development without time delay is called for.